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againſt the Afitu'ts of Troubles; or 
elſe, ye are like a City, which hath 
Armies in her, and looks on them, 


marſhalling of them, they do not 
defend her againſt the Enemies 


_ Affivlts; there is a Fight by Faith, 


and of Faith, which we muſt make 
through our own Reaforings and 
Diſconrſe, whereby to withſtand - 
Fears and Griets; which Believers . 


not doing they are foyled, though - 


they have Faith: This is an hare 


a , 


Work to our flothful Hearts, we 
are loath to take pains by diſcour- 
and .inferring from the Prin- 
les which Faith lays before us; 
it is as the digg) for the Gold, 
after the Mine 1s ſhewed to us, and 
We are abuſed by Satan, who per- 
ſwades us, that our Faith is to work 
without Labour of Reaſon, and Diſ- 
egurſe, which it is not, for then it 
Mould not work ſuitable to a rea- 
fonable Creature; indeed the Work 
is attributed to Faith, Heb. 11. 17, 
29. becauſe Faith lays down the 

incii and guides Reaſon in 
Diſcourſe; yet Faith works and 
proves its Work by Reaſon and 
| e, yea, much of the Scrip- 
ture, eſpecially the Argumentative 
Part is uctions and Concluſions 
drawn from other Scripture , as 
12. 27. and oft in that Epiitle. 


bles, except 
It; as Water cannot ſerve-.yous,. | 


mn by Buckets. ye draw 


it: | 


du their Suu fal. og 
out of the deep Wells, N. 12. 3. 
Ye muſt uſe your Reaſon by Way - 
of Syllogiſm, as Rom. 6. 11. If we. 
de united to Chrift, and have Com- 
| munion with him iz his Death and 
Reſurreftion, then are we dead to Sin, 
and alive to God; but we have Union 
with Chriſt, and partake with him 
in his Death and Refurreion;: 
therefore we are dead to Sin, and a= - 
live to God through him. This Rea- - 
ſoning by Syllogiſm , and draw-- 
| ing out a Conclution, is that which 
the Apoſtle means, byreckoning theme - 
; ſelves; and fo Rom, 8. 18. 
Thus did Abraham, Rom. 4. 19. 
to 22. ed with Heb. 11. 17, 
18, 19. his Trial was not only in 
this, that he muſt kill his own on- 
ly Son whom he loved; but his 
ar, that is, him, in whom, and to 
3 all the Promiſes . were en- 
| tailed ; and fo he - muſt cut off his 


% l * | 
= 
= 


q 


Hope, wherefore he is faid te be 

| againit Hope; Rom, 4. 18. 22d . 
11. 17, 18. he that received the Pro» - 

- FF muſes offered up him, of whom it - ü 

» | Was faid, That in Jaa ſhall thy Seed | 

+ | be bleſſed; ſo that it was . 
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much the Lofing an only Son, for. 
he have more Sons; but the 
Streight was this, That if he killed 
this Son, he cut of all his Hopes 
and Promiſes, in that they were all 
intailed to that Son; fo that, that 


Sion muſt be, or elle the Promiſes 


could not be: For Atrabams Faith. 
did not. conflict fo much with his 
natural Aflection; for then be had 
no Word to foot his Faith on, for 
the raifing him up again; but be 
Mould have ſet his Faith on this on- 
ty, that God was able to give him 
another Son; but. he conflicted 
with the Ground of his Faith and 
Hope, Thaken now in this Trial, his, 


Faith was tried, and his Hope of all 
- the Promitfes, and of eternal Lie; 
gad not fo much his Love to an on-. - 


Fon, in that he. muft be killed, 
in whom, living and begetting Chil- 
Axen, all the Promiſes were to be 
Fulfilled ; and therefore, he, by rea- 
fon, confidexs Gods Power, that he 
could raife_ that very Son Naa up, 
in; and this -helpt him, for he. 
bus reaſoned, acc mult live; or I 


Din have no Promiſe performed ; _ 


| 


— 


8 
] 
| 
| 
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| 


aud fo overthrew the Afult: Thus 


about their Sin and Troubles. 6t 

wow if I flay him, God can raiſe 
him up again; and ſo I ſhall not 
loſe my Hepes; though 1 kill 
him. 

This is the Wiſdom of a Believer, 
to draw forth out of God, Chriſt, 
and the Promites, ſuch particular: 
Concluſions, as overthrows that par- 
ticular Reafoning which cauteth - 
Fear or Grief, or eite ye cure not 


the Heart: It was this Fear of lo- 


ſing the Promiſes, which athulted 
Avraham, Wherefore he did not 
draw Concluſians of Gods giving 
him another Son but dhe mne Sor, 


then reaſon by Faith, and uſe Dif- 
courſe, ye are ready to conſider and 
uſe Reaion, to make ye waver, by 
conſidering what Fleſh and Blood: 
ſuggeſt, t: that ye ſhould not; 
Rom. 4. 19. but conſider Chritt, and 
the Promiſes, and draw thence what 
farticulacly oppoſeth your preſent 
Trouble. 1 3 
Thus Martha did not about 
Lazarus. his Reſurrection; ſhe, by 
Faith; conſidered, that he.ſhonld be- 
niled at the Laſt Day, 2 


od not that in, who was cb 


Reſurrect ion — raiſe him benz 


prove our Reaſon, oy A 
ui, and the Promiſes, A] 
| 
ble, and take Pains to draw in |. 
and not fit ſtill, or lye as | 


clufions, as are directly oppoſite to 
the Grounds of our prefent Trou- 


the Sluogard, and fay A Lyon is in 
the Way : This is indeed 2 Labour, 
but it quits Coft; and how can 
we better uſe. our Reaſon ? 

It is Brutiſh to fink under a Pre- 


fence or Appearance; A reaſonable 


- Creature . ſhould -confider and in- 

fer, and draw in Conclufions which 
may ſupport ; yea, and we may uſe 
our Wit in deducing T to en- 


courage us, as that Woman did, 
Ai 7. 27, 28. from Chriſt's cal- 


2 her a Dog, wittily drew an 
a2 


to inforce. him to re- 
Now becauſe this is 

wn n, We 
be. «dviſed with theſe. tyo 
ons. 
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Firſt, That it muſt not be a ſud- 
den tranfient Work, when ye ſet 
the Objects of Faith before you (as 
tte firſt Direction was ) ye muſt. 
not glance on them and away, but 
} flay and dwelt on them for ſome 
| while; As a Plaiſter muſt abide 
| on, and a Potionabide in, a whale, 
or it will not work: And when ye 
I difcourle, and draw Concluſions, it 
| muft not be ſudden and away, but 
. ye muſt itay on theſe Things, all 
, they be ſoaked down into your 
Heart, and firengthen it, as the 
Paſſhons of Fear and Greif be in the 
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held ſome Time over it: This 


therefore is one Caution, that ye 
ſtay fo long on theſe Things, till ye 
find Fire come into your Hearts. 

The Second Caution 15 this, that 
though ye uſe your ſelves, and put 
forth your: own Reaſon; yet that ye 
truſt not in your felves and Reatony 
but that in the Whole Work ye ex- 
4 being emptied of all Suffici- 

ency or Fitneſs in your Selves, ye. 

Ss wholly, aud only expect the Fruit 
from the Hy Ghoſt his Aſſiſtance, 
as he is the Spirit of Chriſt, per- 
taining to you, as united to Chriſt 
by Faith: The Falling in ſome of 
this, is the Reaſon, why Believers | 
do confider, and difcourſe on the 
Objects of Faith, and yet have 
no Help or Strength come thence: 
Wheretore be careful, 

1 Not to lean on your own i 
Grace; but know that ye muſt have 
a > : Juſtnence from the Spirits 


nothing from your own Work, 
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and ſtance: As your Faith 
cannot act it ſelf, for natural Things: 
cannot work without a Freſh Ce 


rr 


* 
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-currence of God (in him we move...) 
Wheretore his ſuſpending, and not 
1 the Fire. cauſed it not to 
burn the three Children, though 
- he =— no Impediment in us 


| ; 1 though Grace be ſtronger 
, | than Watte, yet it cannot act, or 
move it ſeFf, without the Concur- 
rence and Affiftance of the Holy 
Ghoſt ;, for it comes from Chriſt, as 
Light from the Sun by an Efflux; 
Mat. . 2. which ever ſupoſeth a 
freſh Ad to every ſhining : The 
Grace is in Chritt, though it work 
E | In us, as the Light is in the Sun, 
E | it ſhines on us; 2 Tim. 2. 1. 
* Wherefore, Chriſt muſt, by a freſh 
8 , put it forth, if it work in us. 
e 
2 


| Wherefore all Things are ſaid to 
| be done by Jeſus frenorbning, Phil. 
4 13- not only by Strength which 
| he had given, but which he is at 
the 8 in a continual 


Deer. 11. i the Wark of 
4 Faith with Power , that is, God's 
tony z, for. one Ad of. Faith is to 
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about their Sin and Troubles. 6 - : 
fore he joyns building up in Fai 

and praying, becauſe, l— 

ing, we cannot make Progrets, in 

our believing. | 


2. Confider, That the Holy Ghoſt - 


that is ſent from him, and meri- 
ted by him, as he is Ged and Man, 
and the Head of the Church; for 


Holy Ghoſt affiſt: Wherefore 
that he doth, is faid to be » 


X77 
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ich Chrift by Faith; 
Spirit of the Head, 


© Ghoſt to aſſiſt you; caſt an Eye on 
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the Branch, but as it is joyned to 


the Root? Eph. 4. 15, 16. from the 


— being joyned to it, is edi- 
4 And Lefty, Ve muſt be care» 
ful, to look up unto the Holy 


him as ye do on that, whote Help 
you expect; and in the Ex 


tion 
thus of him, muſt ye ſet upon the 
Work of acting your Faith. This 
the ſecond Direction, how to im- 
prove Faith. | 
- Thirdly, Get your Faith to be e- 
vident, add a reflect Act to the di- 
re& Ad of Faith; that is, labour to 
know that ye do believe, as vel 
as to believe; For Electian, being 
evidenced by Faith, and a Title to 
Chrift and all promiſes, depending 
on belie vin; the Su cannot be per- 
ſwaded of its Propriety, and In- 
tereſt in God and Chriſt, and the 
Promiſes, and ſo cannot be com- 
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forted againſt Troubles, till 
knows it believes: Faith mi 
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fave, but it is Evidence of Fall} y 
which only comforts : - Where 6 
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fore, this is one main. end of tit 
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eri to you that believe 
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believe. 
g This reflecting Act, whereby we 
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firſt Epiſtle of Fob, as is 
Chap. J. 13. Theſe Tings, 1 have 


» that 
dom that ye have eternal Life, Jud be. 


lee (that is, and believe ) that ye 


can look on what we do, and confi- 
der it, and take Comfort in it, is 
a main Excellency of a reaſonable 
Creature, by which we excel bruit 


Beaſt, and ſhould be exercifed by 


is 
— * Unto the doing whereof, we 
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to 
ell 
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ng 
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ng 
- betokened Life eternal, and gives 
the 
Mm 
it 


muſt labour, 

* 1. To know the Ad of Faith, 
what it is, and to know that it is 
| not the Strength, but the Truth of 
Faith, which evidenceth Election, 
| AR. 13. 48. Thoſe ordained to Life be- 
liered ; ſome with more, ſome with 
| leſs Faith, but every Degree of it 


— 


Title to Chriſt and Happineſs, for 
Faith is but an Hand or Eye, which 
| toucheth, or looks to Chriſt, that he 
may work all its Works, which a 
inall Faithdoth as truly, as a ſtrong; 
Fherefore, we never find in Seri 
tare, that Chrift rejected any 


3 Labour to view your owe 


Hearts, if you have not put 
th thee Iman AB of Faith, Faith 


may de ſeen in its ſelf, and its own | 


as well as in its Fruits and N 
( though theſe alſo may, and 
uſt be conſidered ) Wherefore 
ens and Fruits of Faith, * 
firſt Epiſtle, which was writ to 
to the Evidence of Faiths and ſome- 
times Faith is beſt perceived by its 
|. Fruits; yet ſometimes it is beſt ſeen 
= by its Kalt, and its own Act of rely- 
18 ing on Chrift, and a careful Search 
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Divine Teftimony alone; it is ters 
tain, it muſt be fo, or elſe it cannot 
41 we full Aflurance, and put out of all 
| ubt; dut that in this Aſſurance 
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| 7 Sin gt + 
25 10 R. the Cloud 8 
fairs lites and Ft it bat 
9 "x4 a bright Side, Cod 
"themleſves, or the Creature 
is it; now they ſhould not only 
= the black, but alſo the 
N 08 which that ye may 
ye. muſt ſearch out the 4 
ö E ence s; it the. on 
d. Ap in the other, 
t . which opens the. true 
+. Ends and Effects, of all 
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Believers by any Sin or 
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one Premiſe inſtead of i > | 


Sr or an Afiftion and. rather 

| * 2 2 For bark, 2 
N by: Ore ter, | 

© Ang, .the whole, Diſcourſe gf | 
eter meant, James. 1. hu 
endureth Tentationsy,. 
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re Na, tha? 
" Sin" therefore ſurely” it GO 

tempts to Sin; hien bn - 
ference ſhewy that the Apofle meant . 
Tents 01 Sin, as as other- . 
wiſe; and urely ſo he means James 
1. 2, 3, 4, For there is no e- 
nin doth fo 


and exerciſe „ 


very Grace, as thofe of Sin du in 
Believers: Wherefore to 


No Tenrtation ( faith Paul in 
1 Car 10 13- ) bath len you, bus + 
what is common ro Man ( or mude- - 
reads it. but} 
the Word in Greek is ane, 
human, or after Man's Manner : By - 
Man, meaning not all Men, ct 
Believing Man; no Believer ſhall be - 
tried with any S br nn, bat: :- 
e 
is which may land with their 
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" would' have taken Notite 
above | rb, and fo Hith it a- 
in, or elſe in that the Knows 
ge and Senſe of God's making 
Way tor an Eſcape doth — * 
en the Heart of them why ol | 
2 to' bear it, and not fink | 


. This ye fee is a n Prom; 
that Good only is intend- 
; Wherefore I will ſet de- 
' no more Promiſes. but 
*" few farce; among ma- 
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therefore in all thoſe Cage: both 
by - Sins, and Swrows, God's chiet 
Ground and End of bringing them 
on, was that Good and Benefit of 
theirs. 

See it firſt, in ſome Trials by 
ions: Abraham Was fore 

God's calling him to "ofſer 
2125 but . End of it vas, not 


the ſtripping of hm in whom was 
all his * ol the Pr-miſe, but 
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Cauſe, God, and _——— 
Power, Love, and do ſhew, that 
be, 38 his Attribures, 


had 


or elle they wald aber bave 
wrought ſuch good Effect; Thus 


| Joſeph ſeems to reaſon, in the Place 
_ forenamed, Ger. 45 5, 8. becauſe 
God came of their Sin, therefore 
it was God that was the Author of it ; 


can produce no 
5 3 Creature's Sin doth 
produce God; Therefore God hath 


And however, God may be 
thought to take up the Ge uu r 
it is committed, or tore 
to be committed, or bring a- 
or deeree to bring about 
t, without having 2 Wat 
being of it; 
well confider ) this ca- 
God, who ſo is in his With 
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the other hurts lefs (namely, 4, 


ions ) in that cut oft from 
; An; yet they both 


= 


1 


Creature. 

Confider - what are. Af- 
Regard of God? 
not, t 


f 


g 


1 
Bleſſedneſs, which from 
F, ariſeth to himſelf; though. 
Creature be ever fo miſerable, 


hi 
eternal 


q 


oh 


God is as bey as he ever was; (as 


the Sun is as glorious as ever, tho“ 


the Earth it ſhines on, be ever io 
3 yea, and God gets Glo- 


aiftrefled 
ry” by the Creature's Miſery ; for 


2 * 


102 Canfort for Believers, ... | 


thereby, as by a Foyle, his Immaut a- 
ble Blefſedneſs is bens fet off, as 
allo his Holineſs, Fuſtice, Truth, in 
Threats, &c. But yet all Afi:#:ong 
are againſt God's Heart, becauſe a- 
gainft the Creature's Good, ang 
their Diſorder is in it: It is 
Diſturbance of his Work, and it is 
againſt, and unſuitable” to, that 
Mercitulnels which is in a Creator 
to his Creatures, ſo that there is 
an Eclipſe of God's Luſtre and Glo- 
ry, though not he but the Crea- 
ture loſe thereby, ( as not the Sun, 
but the Earth, loſeth by the Eclipſe 
of the Sun (his Geodxeſs, and his 
Creator's Parent like ( even Father 


and not manifeſted; fo that his ma- 
mpfeffative Glory the Glory which 
he. ſhould have by a Z27:nifcftation 
from the Creature is obſcured; 
Wherefore, the Lore in Scripture 
profeſſeth even of Aid ions (a8 
well as of Sins ( that they are not 
with Wl, or from his Heart, as 
the Word is interpreted o_ = 
Original, on the Margent, 


33. fo elle where : ie + __ not - 
3; | Death. 


and Mother ) Bowels are obſcured, 
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ont their Sin and Travbes. 103 
Death of à Sinner i and he confirms | 
ie with an Ob: to ſhe that he 
- is ſerious, real, and decp in it: and 
that his Heart, is in very deed, not 
for, or with the Aſſi#trors of his 

Creature; and yet the Scripture, 
mak ing God to have an Hud, and 
Wil in Aflictious, and to be the Au- 
thor of them: it is readily granted 
of all Hands that he is to; and 
| why. may it not be ſo granted, 
| that he is of Sor. 

For confider now alto, what are 
Sins in relpe& of Cod? Let me 
now nullifie .S::, and make it no- 
| thing, but triumph over it, yp 
ol great Appearance, hi 
I diſcourſe of it in Reference to Be- 
lievers and in compare with God, 
as he is in, and of himſelf, without 
the Creature; though elſe, in other 
ReſpeRs, it is as real as any Thing, 
and | as. infinitely monſtruous in 
Foulne(s and Miſery ; as God, fo 
as be ſtands in Reference to Crea- 
tures, is in Beauty and Goodne s, 
far as an Ofi-Spring of a Creature 
can come in a Parallel with a 
Creator (as the Abaſement, and 
u F 4 Tox- 
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nmge ; and the "Diſorder of his - 
, ſhip; and the Ru- - 


in it is incomparably worſe than 
Ain; but yet it Hurts God 


u more, than an Eclipſe of the 


hurts the Sun, which is no- | 
: The Sun ſhines as gloriouſſy, 
Earth beholds it not, ard 


ſo hath not the Comfort and Be- 


nefit of its Influence: So that all 
the evil of Sin towards God, is nor 
at all to him, in his own Fffential 
Bleſſedneſs, but in his Glory which 
ſhould arite to him from the C- 
ture, for the Cood of the Creature : 
Which Glory, as he is Creator, is 
his End, and moft dear to him (as 
a wife Mans End is, becauſe eife 
his Work is in vain, ) wherefore, 
he profefieth his Hatred againſ all 
Sin; and that he hath no Ito it; 
Hand in it, nor is the Author of it 3 
And yet he may as truly and ſafely - 
have a Wil, and Hand in, and be 
the Arber of Sins, _ 25 of Aflifti- 


. 
| And * 


and Mother. 


er, 
And it may be my, granted 
Namely, in a diverſe Reſpect, and 
diflerent Conſideration : Even as 
they ſay, todiſtinguiſh Juice from 
Net enge, in one and the ſame Pu- 
niſhment, inflicted : Justice doth it 
as it is good ( /ub Ratione Bani) and 
is moved to will it, as it is od 
hath good Effect: But Revenge doth 
it as 115 is evil ( ſub Ratione Afals) 
and is moved to will it, as it is 
bed, and hath i! F We? Ee, numely 
Hurts the Perſon; ce alto re- 
fpeQs a public Good; but Revence | 
Iooks * to the particular Hurt 
of that Perſon; So Cd wie, and 
and 15 the. Aut her of CTA 23 © and 
wills nat, nor is the Author OL A/- 
Actions: He wills not Affection fm 
ply, and ab/olrtely, as they be the 
Creatures Hurt; For that is a- 
gainſt his Nature which is Mer- 
cy ) and his Relation ; who is their 
Creator and Parent, both Father 


7 „ edi tld. in. M6 es 
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Neither doth he inflict chem, rl till 
he is moved by ſome 


Conſideration, which preſents great- 
er Good, both in — of has 
own 


2  —_ wWwar—_ 


dans their Sin au Troubles. 1997 
. own Glory, and his Peoples Good, 
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then there is Hurt by the ien: 
Therefore (as was fait before ) 
He ſwears, he deſires not the Sinners 
Death; That is, only as, and be- 
caufe it is his Death; having no 
other, or greater moving Cauſe , 
than the Sinner's Ruin; (As the 
cruel Tyrant, who defired the 
Death of the Veſtal Virgins,only as a 
Death, and their Milery, and for 
that end, appointed them to be ra- 
viſht, and then put to Death, be- 
caufe he could not put them to 
Death, unleſs they were deflow- 
red) where fore the Deſtruction of 
Sinners confidered thus, as it - 18 
evil to them, is of themſelves: 
That is, their Weakneſs, and Muta- 
bility warking them to 8%; they 
expoſe themſelves h Ruin; which 
Ruin, God wills and Works, as it it is- 


good tor his Glory, and his People r 


good: Yea, better than if the Sinners 


were not ruined : And thus God 


is brought on to Af;2, by a fur 
ther Re than the Mikery it ſelt ; 
Wherefore as to Chrit in a more” - 


tranſcendent Way; as W | 


Repreſentation of all his Elect, 
willd 


and work: them; and he wills, and 
works them not, in ſeveral Reſpects- 
Exils ſimply, and on no other | 
Conſiderations, he wills them not, 


Even thus is it in Regard of Sins; 
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To Comfort for Believers, 
Mun: that is, as it is evil, and 


fuits an evil Principle within him: 
fo God is not rempred, nor a 25 
_ thus Man vines himſelf 
15. being moved from an evil 
Principle of Luft within him ; which 
mews, that this is the Apoftle's 
Scope, to ſhew that on theſe 
Grounds and Reſpects, God is not 
moved to Will and Work Sin; fo 
that he denies it not to God ab- 
folutely, but on theſe Gronnds, 
which farther appears; becauſe 
Verf. I6, 17. the Error he confutes 
is, That God ſhould tempt to Sin, 
it is Sin, an evil and foolifh Thing, 
pleaſing out of an inherent Weak- 
neſs pe Mutability : For thus to 
will and work Sin only, he proves 
God cannot; becauſe all good is 
of him, as a Father ; therefore he 
eannot ſend forth evil - and he 


Sim, as Sin, riſeth from the Au- 
tability of the Creature. Hence our 
Saviour refers . Sin, as it is an 
evil, to an evil Riſe, and Ground, 
and Root. Matthew 5. 37. all that 
= of Evil, and ſo evil. But 


no 


hath no Variableneſs, whereas all 


T about their Sin and Froubjes: 111 
no if there be a Ground on which 
Sm may be wil'd and wrought, 
that is not from evil, or a Weak- 
neſs and Mutability, moving God 
to will and work it; Ged may wil, 
and wort it, notwithſtanding this 
[ ſay ing of James. ” 

| 2. God neither hath a Will or 

| Hand in Sin, as Sin is moved to, or 
effected by a Means that is naught, 
namely, by telling a Lye, or any 
fuch Way; for this evil is in the 

| Doer: Therefore, when God wilfd 
} that Abab ſhould Sin, in going to 
\ Pamoth Gilead, he would not by 
lying perſwade him to it, but askt 
' who of his evil Aſiniſter, would do 
| it; and one of the Divels under- 
took to do it, by filling his Pro- - 
phets with Lyes, fo as to be a Ly- 
ar in them (I will be a lying Spi- 
rit; ) Thus God neither doth, nor 
can act any ill Means to bring a- 
2 Sin, as the a, did to 
1 aw Eve to Sin, * beguiling 
her with Lyes; though Gad may 
wil, it ſhall be done by them that 
are evil. —_——_— 
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Mm n. 
tor's Slory; and the gaining moge 
Glory to God, and — to his | 
People Thus God is ſaid, to move | 
David to number the People, 2 Sam. 
24. 1. In theſe Reſpects, as in the | 
other, the Devil is faid to do it; 
and under theſe Conſiderations, 
Sin is good, (as Poyſon may be for | 
Phyſick, and as the killing a Male- | 
factor by a Law ) and as good as - 
ther. Things; and may as comlily be 
wil d, and be brought about by God, 
and have him for its Author, as any 
Thing elſe. 
Yea, in truth it is moſt 
aut, that He ſhould be its 4 
for whom becomes it fo well a6 
232 % wo as catef 
; great Good, 

Evil? and who ſo fitly, as the ow 
table, Strong Cad, can bring * 
the Weakneſs and Mutability of 
the Creature? Thus ye fee, that 

true Reaſon and the Scripture, ex- 
clude not God from being in an) 
Reſpefts, the Wilker and Author of 
Sin; but from being it in evil Re- 
ſpecs; and as it bath good Reſpetts 
*. fared «ke, the. Fab th 
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8. Not ,you, but- God ; that is, not 


good Conſiderations; 


all Good : Therefore, . when. J 

carried his 2. Turk Lin 4 er 
he inſtanceth only in the good Ends 
and Effect, which their Sin had; 
for ſo and only fo, it belongs to 


God - and God may glory as much 
y glory ney 


in this, his Plot and handy. 
of d, as in any Thing that is from 
him (except Jeſus Chriſt ) it doth 
ſo become him, and advance him 
and his People. Ss 
And thus | have ſhewed the f-f 
Crowd, of every Change, which be- 
talls God's People, either by Sins or 
Sorrows; It is God's, his Hand, 
Wil are in 1. Yea. let me add 
Fo} 22133: | 1 2 
God is more in their Sins and 
S:rrows,, than they themſelves are; 
So much that implies, Gen. 45. 5, 


ſo much You, as Gd; God, on 

bad a greater 
Wik, and Hand in it, than yous 
therefore in David's . numbrins the 
People, God, and not He, is mage 
the Ground of it, 2 Sn. 24» 1: God 
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Kitty flüm Everlafing ;" and > in 
verlaſting 8 


8 | 
that their great Afﬀiitiog ' 
" Babytorrians ; therefore the 
nor be kurt or rumd by it: A 
| whet Criſt is called the Evertaſfs- 
* Father, 1/4 9. 6: It ſeem to 
not only that from Euer. 
cree had . deſipn'd the e- 
finca "if make 
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here: not only as Sins make we 
* Afflitiens, but alſo as they make 
zy for God's free Grace, CH! 
Me! „ad the Exerciſe of divem 

rices : as that Sin of the Church 
Fan did, 2 Cor. 7. 10, th 
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, That Jeſus Chriſt hath extraor- — 
hu tender Bowels | 
Behevers in Trouble. EI | 
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een for Rader, j-: 
which yet work in an humane = 
way; to move and toughhim/as a Mn 
Mar, Heb. 4. 15. with Pealliig:ava 
Mean may” have, though: 2 
infra way, as it is Vith ug, but d 
is competible to a Glorified Nature : 
Nox, this his Nature is drawn forth 
towards Believers, by his Pa- 
| thers Love to them; he knows how __ 
to have them lov'd, and there- 
fore in Obedience and Love to his Fa- 
ther, he gives vent to the wholeOce- BM 
| an of Compaſſion that is in his Nature, = 

to flow out upon them, Fob; 14.26. 9 

and that ſeems to be the Connexi- | 
on, Jahn 10. 15. I know the Father, _. |} 
| and lay down my Life for the Sheep; 

Id 
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becauſe I know it is his Mind, 

of Chrift's Love to Behevers, is.he- - WM 

aute-the Father fo lov'd them; the | 

were bis, Joh. 17. 6. yea, and con- 

uu to be his, though giver 5 

Chriſt, Ver. 9. and partly ha, 

ad Relation to them, draws his 

elt towards them; he is a Brother, 

Kad, Hucband, Father, (all that may 
in- 
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445 Comfort for Bebievers, 
who is the Officer and Mini- 
ter under eſpecially when he 
was on Earth, Rom. 15. 8. But alas! 
"where is this Conformity to Chriſt 
to be found ? I am (now I com- 
_pare others with it) aſhamed, and 
amazed; felf-love ſo prevails in 
us, „ 

to be troubled with the 


of 
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For EF xhortation to all Believers, 
to tell their Hearts in every Trou- 
ble, that Chrift is more troubled than 
ye are; as ſometimes ye ſee a Mo- 
ther more touch'd with the Childs 
Iuneſs, than the Child is: Though 
ye ſee him not troubled, yet by 
Faith be affured it is ſo; * 
Was at this time in his Diſciples 
Troubles, fo is he, and ever will be, 
in every Believers Trouble : Nor | 
hath ke left his Senfibleneſs of our 


Troubles, by his being glorified, for, 
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Things which the Holy y Ghoſt 4 
and works: Becauſe in Free-Grace, 
2 Purpoſe and Promiſe muſt go be- 
fore the Revelation and Exhibition 
of them ; as the Father's Perſon, and 
the Son's are in Order of Sub 

though not in Time, before che 
Perſon of the Holy Ghoft , therefore 


— 


Part, is more fpecially a 
ted in Scri to them : 
the Father, becauſe the Promaſes 
ae but Expre and igati- - 
ons of himſelf, to perform bis Pur- 
poſes. Inaſmuch therefore, as He, 
who is the Firſt Perſon of the Three, 
alumes to himſelt the Purpoſing or 
Decreeing of all, which is the firſt 
Root and Riſe of every thing; there 
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en God und bis Promiſes; now I 
ſhew you another to ſhun, namely, 
when ye pitch your Faith only on 
Cu, and not alſo wich ham, on 
| God the Father: Many are foi 
rant in this, that they think the 
Father is net the Object of our Faith- 
now ; but ye ſee it is otherwiſe: 
Wherefore give the Father alſo with 
' | the Son, his due of Believing in him. 
The Difference twixt Jens and us, 
I hes not in this, that they had the 
Father, and we have the Son In- 
carnate, to truſt in; but in this, 
that had only the Father, and 
the Son but in a Promiſe; whereas- 
ve have the Son actually come, and 
the Father alſo to believe in: So that 
ve have a double Prop for our 
Faith, and therefore-ſhould have a 
double Strength in Believing. It is 
true, that implicitely we believe in- 
the Father, whilſt we do it in the 
on; as he that fees the Son, ſees 
the Father, though he know it not; 
becauſe they are ove. John 14- . 
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have not the Father more obſcur'd, 
but much more reveal*d than be 
ever was before. 
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with it; and get they finned in be- 
ing moved with it; as appears, be- 
Ae Chriſt fordid them the Trouble, 
Be forbid it to them. And the Sin 
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© | tempting a Part of God's Worſhi 
I vithout a Warrant, for which 
reproves him, 2 Sem. J. 5,6, 7. yea, 
and Nathan alſo the Prophet, not 
being intallibly aſſiſted, was alſo miſ- 
led- in Judgment, Verſe 3. Where- 
fore the better the thing is in it ſelf, 
the more circumſpet ye muſt be, 
that.ye err not about it. Surely, the 
Diſciples thought could not err, 
in being troubl4d about theſe things, 
Griff®s Death, their own Sins, Jadas*s 
Treaſon, &c. The Poet ebſerv©d, Li- 
nis perizmus onnes, that in things Law- 
ful lay our moſt dangerous Snares: 
Let us therefore look to our ſelves, 
that we exceed not unto Sin, in ſuch 
Love, Grief, Fear, Pleaſure, as in a 


— and ſome kind, are lawful 
and neceflary. 
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Frouble. Hence the Scriptures & 
abound with Encouragements againſt 
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diſmay'd with them; and our Expe- 
ence of our ſelves and others, doth 
abundantly ſhew how prone we are 


to be diſmay'd with Troubles. 
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Pleaſure, Life, &s. Therefore, De 
nying our ſelves ; is put before the 
Taking up our Croſs. 
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Lad, Kc. And other Troubles, 
by Sickneſs, Pain, &c. is expreft by 
me dead; and fo alfo Perfjecurions, 
for he means both, Pſal. 3r. 12- Now 
the Love of this World is much in 
our Hearts, in that the Things of it 


are ſenſible, and ſuit our Appetites. 


THIRD REASON. 


Becauſe Troubles are contrary to a 
good Principle of Nature ; that is left 
in us (as well as to the fore-mentio- - 
ned bad ones) viz. That defire to 
preſerve our ſelves, and fo to avoid 
al evil; which was in Chriſt, and 
made him be afraid, and pray againſt 
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